University of New Mexico

UNM Digital Repository
NotiSur

Latin America Digital Beat (LADB)

11-27-1991

Guyana: Elections To Proceed Despite Flawed
Voter Registration List
Erika Harding

Follow this and additional works at: https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/notisur
Recommended Citation
Harding, Erika. "Guyana: Elections To Proceed Despite Flawed Voter Registration List." (1991). https://digitalrepository.unm.edu/
notisur/7776

This Article is brought to you for free and open access by the Latin America Digital Beat (LADB) at UNM Digital Repository. It has been accepted for
inclusion in NotiSur by an authorized administrator of UNM Digital Repository. For more information, please contact amywinter@unm.edu.

LADB Article Id: 063885
ISSN: 1060-4189

Guyana: Elections To Proceed Despite Flawed Voter
Registration List
by Erika Harding
Category/Department: General
Published: Wednesday, November 27, 1991
In a nationwide radio and TV broadcast Nov. 1, Attorney General and Legal Affairs Minister Keith
Massiah said general elections will proceed as scheduled on Dec. 16, despite evidence that voter
registration lists posted in September are flawed. [For previous coverage of the Guyana election
controversy, see NotiSur 11/13/91.] Over a third of 350,000 eligible voters were excluded from
preliminary registration lists, or placed in districts other than those in which they registered.
Guyana's 13 opposition parties, local church groups and the US-based Carter Center have all
recommended postponing the elections in order to correct registration list errors. Massiah said
that under the 1980 constitution, the Congress cannot be reconvened to reschedule elections in the
absence of a state of emergency. On Nov. 10, President Desmond Hoyte reiterated that elections
will take place Dec. 16. During a speech to 10,000 party supporters, he said registration lists can
be salvaged in time for the elections. A spokesperson for the Carter Center said the former US
president planned to boycott the monitoring process if Hoyte went ahead with elections using the
uncorrected list. On Nov. 12, five of the six major opposition political parties comprising the Patriotic
Coalition for Democracy (PCD) threatened to boycott the elections unless registration lists are
revised beforehand. The People's Progressive League (PPP), the largest of the six coalition parties,
voted against a boycott. A spokesperson for President Hoyte told reporters that he is planning to
visit Ottawa, London, and Washington to defuse mounting international pressure to postpone
the elections. The president's tour may also include Kingston (capital of Jamaica) and Caracas
(Venezuela). (Source: Inter Press Service, 11/01/91, 11/12/91, 11/13/91)
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